IGNORANCE 1S NOT BLISS

SCOTT PARKER

THE DAYS IN WHICH THE PROPHET HOSEA WORKED WERE CHARACTERIZED BY A LOW LEVEL OF
GODLINESS. CONSIDER THE VERY OUTSET OF THE WRITING:

THE WORD OF THE LORD THAT CAME UNTO HOSEA, THE SON OF BEERI, IN THE DAYS
OF UzziaH, JOTHAM, AHAZ, AND HEZEKIAH, KINGS OF JUDAH, AND IN THE DAYS OF
JEROBOAM THE SON OF JOASH, KING OF ISRAEL. THE BEGINNING OF THE WORD OF
THE LORD BY HOSEA. AND THE LORD sAID TO HOSEA, GO, TAKE UNTO THEE A WIFE
OF WHOREDOMS AND CHILDREN OF WHOREDOMS: FOR THE LAND HATH COMMITTED
GREAT WHOREDOM, DEPARTING FROM THE LORD.

| SUGGEST THAT YOU TAKE THE TIME TO READ “HOSEA” IN ITS ENTIRETY, AS IT CONTAINS MANY
VALUABLE LESSONS. HOWEVER, LET'S JUST QUICKLY NOTE THREE (3) LESSONS THAT COME FROM
ONE SPECIFIC CHAPTER; CHAPTER 4. PLEASE READ THAT NOW.

LESSON #1: IGNORANCE OF GoOD Is COMMON (v. 1)

GOD'S CHILDREN HAD ENJOYED MANY MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD'S POWER IN THE PAST. THEY HAD
PROFITED FROM HIS WISDOM MANY TIMES. THEY WERE THE RECIPIENTS OF MANY MESSAGES FROM
THE LIPS AND LIVES OF THE PROPHETS. YET, DURING THE DAYS OF HOSEA, THERE WAS LITTLE
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD AMONG HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE. ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT PRIVY TO PROPHETS
TODAY, AND ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT LIVE IN THE AGE OF THE MIRACULOUS, GOD HAS SPOKEN TO
ALL MEN THROUGH HIS WORD. HE HAS MADE HIMSELF AND HIS WILL KNOWN. YET JUST AS IT
WAS THEN, STILL TODAY IGNORANCE OF GOD IS COMMON.

LESSON #2: IGNORANCE OF GOD IS OFTEN WILLFUL (v. 6, 10)

NOTE CAREFULLY THAT THE PEOPLE IN HOSEA'S DAY HAD REJECTED KNOWLEDGE. YES, THEY HAD
LEFT OFF FROM HEEDING GOD'S COUNSEL. THE NEW KING JAMES VERSION STATES THAT THEY
HAD “CEASED OBEYING THE LORD.” YOU SEE, THESE FOLKS WERE GUILTY OF WILLFUL BLINDNESS.
ALL THOSE WHO WORSHIP WITH APOSTATE “CHURCHES OF CHRIST' ARE GUILTY OF THE SAME
WILLFUL BLINDNESS. THE TRUTH ABOUT THE AUTHORIZED WORK OF THE CHURCH IS NOT HARD TO
DISCERN... IF ONE IS LOOKING WITH AN HONEST EYE. MANY WHO WORSHIP WITH “SOUND
CONGREGATIONS" ARE ALSO OFTEN WILLFULLY IGNORANT ABOUT MANY POINTS OF DOCTRINE.

LESSON #3: IGNORANCE OF GOD IS FATAL (v. 6, 7, 9, |10)
NOTE THE PENALTY THE PEOPLE WOULD INCUR FOR THEIR IGNORANCE: GOD WOULD REJECT THEM
(6), THEIR GLORY WOULD BE TURNED INTO SHAME (7], THEY WOULD BE PUNISHED (9], AND THEIR
EFFORTS TO FIND SATISFACTION APART FROM GOD wouLD FAIL (10O). THE SAME THINGS AWAIT ALL
THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT OF GoD's WORD TODAY (MATTHEW 7:21-23; LUKE 6:25).

DO NOT BE DUPED BY THE WISDOM OF MEN! THE WISDOM OF MEN WILL PROFIT YOU NOTHING
(I CORINTHIANS |:19). HEAR THE WISDOM OF GOD AND LEARN THE LESSON WELL: |IGNORANCE
OF Gob's WoORD IS NOT BLISS.



