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“Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech” (2 Cor. 3:12)
BY SCOTT PARKER

U J
DOWN IN THE CITY OF SAMARIA

Ax. 8:1-23 reads: “And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church
which was at Jerusalem, and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.
And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. As for Saul, he made havock of the church,
entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. Therefore they that were scattered abroad went
every where preaching the word. Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. And the people
with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean
spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame,
were healed. And there was great joy in that city. But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city
used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: To whom they all gave heed, from
the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. And to him they had regard, because that of long time he
had bewitched them with sorceries. But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he
continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. Now when the apostles which were at
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: Who, when they were come
down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. And when Simon
saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, Saying, Give me also this
power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee,
because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy
heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart
may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.” While it is not revealed to
us which city of Samaria is under consideration, we can glean many lessons from the above text. For instance:

NOT EVERYONE IS GOING TO BE SAVED. One must give heed (vs. 6) to the will of God in order to have any chance of
escaping hell (Josh. 22:5; 1 Kg. 2:1-4; 2 Kg. 10:31; Ps. 119:9; Hos. 4:6-10; 1 Tim. 4:1, 16; 2 Pet. 1:19).

MIRACLES WERE DONE TO CONFIRM THE SPOKEN MESSAGE. Again see vs. 6 (cf. Mk. 16:20; Rom. 15:18-19;
Heb. 2:1-4). The age of the miraculous, of course, has long since passed (1 Cor. 13:8-10).

ONE CAN BELIEVE SOMETHING FOR A LONG TIME AND BE TOTALLY WRONG. See vs. 9-11.

IT’S NOT UNCOMMON FOR FAKERS TO FEIGN MIRACLES. Again, see vs. 9-11. Modern charlatans abound.

THERE ARE TWO TERMS OF PARDON FROM SIN. A non-Christian must be properly baptized to have past sins forgiven
(vs. 12-13). However, a Christian who sins must repent and then pray to God for forgiveness (vs. 18-23; 1 Jn. 1:9).

ONE MUST KNOW SOMETHING OF THE KINGDOM BEFORE BAPTISM. See vs. 12 (cf. Mt. 16:18-19). Many fail
here. When was the last time you saw 1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 Jn. 9-11; or Mt. 10:37 taught to someone BEFORE they were immersed?

THE KINGDOM VIEW OF PREMILLENNIALISM CANNOT BE RIGHT. Premillennialism preaches a postponed
physical kingdom that’s yet to come. Yet Philip “preached the things” (lit. “announced the good news”) about the kingdom
(vs. 12). If the establishment of the kingdom was, indeed, foiled, how could his message have been good news?

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST WAS THE ABILITY TO DO MIRACLES. Those baptized had not received a
non-miraculous indwelling of the Holy Ghost (vs. 14-16). Also, the gift given (vs. 20) cannot be salvation since they were already
baptized (vs. 12-13). Also see: Ax. 2:1-41; 11:1-17.

“ONCE-SAVED/ALWAYS-SAVED” IS BOLOGNA. Simon had clearly fallen, being in the bond of iniquity (vs. 18-23).

TRUE FOLLOWERS OF GOD CANNOT BE BOUGHT. Read vs. 18-20. Are preachers bought today? Hmm.

ONE’S HEART IS EXPOSED BY WHAT ONE SAYS. Read vs. 18-21 (cf. Mt. 12:34-37). What does your speech reveal?




