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“Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech” (2 Cor. 3:12)
BY SCOTT PARKER

U J
SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF REAL PREACHERS

Last week we saw that not every preacher is legitimately a man of God. Instead, we learned that fakers abound (2 Pet. 2:1; et al).
However, just because most “preachers” constitute an ungodly crew doesn’t mean there aren’t genuine preachers out there. There
are some who do what is right! In this article, we’ll let 1 Th. 2:1-12 reveal to us some characteristics of real preachers. It reads:

“! For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain: * But even after that we had suffered before,

and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much
contention. * For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: * But as we were allowed of God to be put
in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. ° For neither at any time used
we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: ® Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor
yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. ' But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse
cherisheth her children: ® So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of
God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us. ° For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for
labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God. ' Ye are
witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe: "' As ye know how
we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth his children, '* That ye would walk worthy of God,
who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.” From this text we learn:

REAL PREACHERS KEEP PREACHING EVEN WHEN PERSECUTED (vs. 1-2) — “...our entrance in unto you... was not
in vain: But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated... we were bold in our God to speak unto you
the gospel of God with much contention.” See also: 2 Tim. 3:12; 1 Th. 3:3-4; Ax. 20:17-24; Js. 1:2-4; 2 Cor. 11:23-27.

REAL PREACHERS ARE MEN OF BOLDNESS (vs. 1) — “But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully
entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.” See also:
Prv. 28:1; Ax. 4:1-12, 23-31; 13:44-49; Plp. 1:12-14.

REAL PREACHERS ARE HONEST (vs. 3) — “For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile.”
See also: 2 Cor. 2:17; 4:1-2; 7:1-2; Prv. 8:7; 12:22.

REAL PREACHERS ARE NOT PEOPLE PLEASERS (vs. 4-5) — “...so we speak,; not as pleasing men, but God, which
trieth our hearts. For neither at any time used we flattering words...” See also: Mt. 3:7-9; Gal. 1:10; Isa. 58:1; 2 Tim. 4:1-2.

REAL PREACHERS ARE NOT IN IT FOR THE MONEY (vs. 5) — “For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye
know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness.” See also: Ax. 8:13-23; 20:33; 1 Cor. 9:7-15; 2 Cor 11:7-11.

REAL PREACHERS ARE NOT GLORY HOUNDS (vs. 6) — “Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others.”
See also: 2 Cor. 4:5; Jn. 5:44; Gal. 5:26; 1 Cor. 1:14-23; Rom. 1:15-16; 10:8; 2 Cor. 12:11; Tit. 1:10-13; Prv. 25:27.

REAL PREACHERS TRULY CARE ABOUT PEOPLE (vs. 7-8) — “But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse
cherisheth her children: So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of
God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.” See also: Ex. 32:7-14; Ax. 15:36-41; Rom. 9:1-5; 10:1-2.

REAL PREACHERS ARE NOT LAZY (vs. 9) — “For ye remember... our labour and travail: for labouring night and day.”
See also: Ax. 18:1-3; 20:34; 1 Cor. 4:11-12; 2 Th. 3:8-13.

REAL PREACHERS LEAD RIGHTEOUS LIVES (vs. 10) — “Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and
unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe.” See also: Ax. 20:18; 1 Tim. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:13-19; Tit. 2:1-8.

REAL PREACHERS HAVE THE RIGHT MOTIVE (vs. 11-12) — “...we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of
you, as a father doth his children, That ye would walk worthy of God...” See also: 2 Cor. 5:10-11; Ax. 26:29; Col. 1:28-29.




