
 
 
 
 
 
IS CAPITAL PUNISHMENT AGAINST GOD’S WILL? 

 

No.  Quite the contrary.   
 

Gen 9:6 – “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.” 
 

Ex. 21:12-17 – “He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put to death.  And if a man lie not in wait, but God deliver 
him into his hand; then I will appoint thee a place whither he shall flee.  But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to 
slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he may die.  And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be 
surely put to death.  And he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death.  
And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death.” 

 

Ex 21:22-23, 28-29 – “If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he 
shall be surely punished, according as the woman’s husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.  And if 
any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life.  If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they die: then the ox shall be surely 
stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be quit.  But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in time 
past, and it hath been testified to his owner, and he hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed a man or a woman; the ox shall be 
stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death.” 
 

Ex. 22:18-20 – “Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.  Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be put to death.  He that 
sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the LORD only, he shall be utterly destroyed.” 
 

Lev. 20:2 – “…Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed 
unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones.” 
 

Lev. 20:9-10 – “For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath cursed his father or his 
mother; his blood shall be upon him.  And the man that committeth adultery with another man’s wife, even he that committeth 
adultery with his neighbour’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.” 
 

Lev. 20:13-16 – “If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they 
shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.  And if a man take a wife and her mother, it is wickedness: they shall 
be burnt with fire, both he and they; that there be no wickedness among you. And if a man lie with a beast, he shall surely be put 
to death: and ye shall slay the beast.  And if a woman approach unto any beast, and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the woman, 
and the beast: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.” 
 

Lev. 24:16-17 – “And he that blasphemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall 
certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be put 
to death.  And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.” 
 

Nmb. 15:32-26 – “And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks upon the sabbath 
day.  And they that found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation.  And they put 
him in ward, because it was not declared what should be done to him.  And the LORD said unto Moses, The man shall be surely 
put to death: all the congregation shall stone him with stones without the camp.  And all the congregation brought him without 
the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he died; as the LORD commanded Moses.” 
 

Dt. 13:6-9 – “If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as 
thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers; 
Namely, of the gods of the people which are round about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth 
even unto the other end of the earth; Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, 
neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him: But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put 
him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people.” 
 

Rom. 13:3-4 – “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which 
is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.” 
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